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TAGS: PFOR, US, KCN 

SUBJECT: COMORO ISLANDS: PROPOSED VISIT 
REF: PARIS 25751 

1. WITH COMORO ISLANDS LURCHING UNCERTAINLY TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE, 

IT SEEMS TO US THIS WOULD BE APPROPRIATE TIME FOR A LOW-KEY VISIT 
THERE BY US DIPLOMATIC OFFICER TO OBSERVE CURRENT SITUATION. OSTENSIBLE 

REASON FOR VISIT WOULD BE TO INVESTIGATE REAL ESTATE MARKET SHOULD US 
DECIDE ESTABLISH DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN COMOROS DUE TO INDEPENDENCE. 

2. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT IN THE PAST PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR 

COMORO ISLANDS WAS GIVEN TO EMBASSY TANANARIVE. HOWEVER, LOCAL 
CONTACTS WOULD NOW HAVE US BELIEVE THAT COMORO ISLANDS ARE INCREAS- 
INGLY FACING WEST TO SWAHILI-SPEAKING DAR ES SALAAM. 

3. WE THEREFORE PROPOSE THAT FSO HUGH MACDOUGALL, EMBASSY 
POLITICAL OFFICER, WHO SPEAKS FRENCH AND SWAHILI, PAY APPROX- 
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IMATELY ONE WEEK VISIT TO COMORO. VISA WOULD BE OBTAINED THROUGH 
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FRENCH EMBASSY AT DAR ES SALAAM FOR REASON STATED ABOVE. 

4. FOR DEPARTMENT: REQUEST CABLE NECESSARY TRAVEL AUTHORIZATION 
TO COVER EST. AIR FARE ($350) AND PER DIEM EXPENSES ($350). 

5. FOR TANANARIVE: WELCOME YOUR COMMENTS ON PROPOSED TRAVEL. 

WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE YOUR FLAGGING FOR US ANY TRIP REPORTS 
FROM TANANARIVE PREPARED IN LAST FEW YEARS OF WHICH WE MIGHT 
STILL HAVE COPIES IN OUR FILES. 

CARTER 
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